
  

             
          24 April 2012 
 
 
Dear Caring for Climate Signatory,  
 
As the world community prepares for the 2012 UN Conference on Sustainable Development 
(Rio+20), your active engagement and leadership as a Caring for Climate signatory is of great 
importance. Rio+20 can be a powerful platform to unleash innovation and collaboration that 
advances sustainability on a massive scale, and contribute to building green and climate resilient 
economies.  
 
In this context, we are pleased to provide an update on the Caring for Climate initiative and to 
invite you to engage in a number of exciting activities and events ahead of Rio+20.   
 

1. Rio+20 Corporate Sustainability Forum: Innovation & Collaboration for the Future 
We Want, 15-18 June, Rio de Janeiro 

 
The Global Compact – in cooperation with the Rio+20 Secretariat, the UN System including 
UNEP and the Global Compact Local Network Brazil – will host the Rio+20 Corporate 
Sustainability Forum: Innovation & Collaboration for the Future We Want on 15-18 June at 
the Windsor Barra Hotel, Rio de Janeiro. The Forum aims to be a launching ground for 
widespread action – showcasing innovative public-private partnerships, business contributions 
and new commitments.  
 
During the days of the Forum, Caring for Climate signatories will have various opportunities to 
showcase progressive and promising work underway and make new commitments in support of 
sustainable development goals. For your reference, a list of energy & climate events at the 
Corporate Sustainability Forum, including sessions convened by Caring for Climate are enclosed.  
 
In particular, we would like to ask you to please mark your calendar for the Caring for Climate 
Signatories Meeting, scheduled to take place on 17 June during the lunch period from 12:45 pm 
to 1:45 pm. The objective of this signatories-only session is to review the progress of the 
initiative and to offer signatories the opportunity to provide input and recommendations to shape 
the initiative’s future workplan. Please RSVP to this event by 11 June by sending an email to 
chetty@unglobalcompact.org.  
 
UNEP and the Global Compact would also like to invite you to the joint event “INSPIRE, 
INVEST, INNOVATE”, which is also taking place on 17 June.  This event will bring together 
senior level representatives from financial, business and government sectors and will focus on the 
business case for the transition to a Green Economy and the role of the private sector in leading 
the transition.  For more information a draft agenda is attached.  
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2. Call for new commitments ahead of Rio+20  

 
Rio+20 will provide a number of opportunities for private sector commitments across a variety of 
topics to be recognized. Companies are invited to mobilize new commitments that will 
significantly advance progress on sustainability. Commitments can take the form of individual 
actions or partnerships and collaborations supported by company leadership.  

 
In an effort to facilitate the commitment process, Caring for Climate in consultation with the 
Steering Committee developed a joint commitment statement on reporting. The statement aims at 
elevating the role of transparency and disclosure on climate performance and progress.  
 
We would like to invite your company to endorse the joint statement attached by sending a short 
statement of support to C4CReporting@unglobalcompact.org by 18 May. We also encourage you 
to provide a few sentences on the importance of transparency-disclosure within your organization 
and your commitment to climate progress as part of this statement. To read more about the 
commitment criteria and to make a commitment, please visit business.un.org/commitments.   
 

3. Reporting Guidance 
 
We would like to share with you the Caring for Climate reporting guidance – outlining the 
initiative’s policy on transparency and disclosure – as reference to the existing annual reporting 
requirements of signatories. The guidance seeks to establish an efficient process for signatories to 
report on progress and align Communication on Progress – Climate with existing reporting 
guidelines and tools. The Caring for Climate reporting guidance is available at 
http://unglobalcompact.org/docs/issues_doc/Environment/climate/C4C_Reporting.pdf.   
 
For more information on Caring for Climate and related activities at Rio+20, please contact Lila 
Karbassi (Global Compact, karbassi@un.org) or Kaveh Zahedi (UNEP, 
Kaveh.Zahedi@unep.org). 
 
We thank you for your continuous support and commitment to the Caring for Climate initiative.   
 
We look forward to seeing you in Rio.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Georg Kell 
Executive Director 
United Nations Global Compact 
 
 

Sylvie Lemmet 
Director, Division of Technology, Industry 
and Economics 
United Nations Environment Programme  
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