
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Caring for Climate – the world’s largest voluntary business 
and climate initiative – organizes the Caring for Climate 
Business Forum: Innovation. Ambition. Collaboration. in 
cooperation with the COP/CMP Presidency in the context of 
the annual UN Climate Change Conference. Each year, the 
Business Forum is hosted by the UN Global Compact, UN 
Environment Programme and the secretariat of UN 
Framework Convention on Climate Change with the support 
of the Global Compact Local Network providing a multi-
stakeholder platform for dialogue and action on climate 
change among business, investors, civil society, the UN and 
Governments. 
 

While progress by business is visible in many areas, the 
urgency and scope of climate challenges requires broader and 
even more concerted efforts by business, investors, civil 
society and Government. Accelerating responsible climate 
practices and driving higher levels of innovation, ambition 
and collaboration are critical in bringing about the 
transformation to rapidly spur low-carbon, high-resilient 
growth. Strong private sector engagement at COP21/CMP11 
can contribute significantly to these efforts.  
 

Building on the work of Caring for Climate and its strategic 
partners, the Business Forum at COP21/CMP11 will provide  
a large-scale platform for companies and investors to identify 
catalytic solutions to climate challenges, showcase promising 
solutions, and deepen responsible policy engagement in 
support of global and local climate change priorities. The 
Business Forum aims to be the largest gathering of its kind at 
COP21/CMP11 with 1,500 participants expected.  
 
FORUM OBJECTIVES & THEMES 
 

The Business Forum will showcase the contribution that 
private sector can make towards climate action in the 
thematic areas of mitigation, adaptation, finance and 
technology while providing a platform for exchange and 
collaboration with policymakers. More specifically, the 
objectives of the Forum are to:  
 

 Bring greater scale to business innovation on climate 
change; 

 Give further encouragement to business and 
governments to raise ambition on climate policies; and 

 Encourage collaboration among business, investors, 
government, civil society and the UN. 

 

The Business Forum will highlight the progressive voice of 
business and the global and local markets’ readiness on 
climate change, as well as opportunities for companies and 
investors to innovate, collaborate and raise further ambition 
towards a 2-degree Celsius pathway.  
 
 
 

 
 
FORUM PROGRAMME & FORMAT 
 

Covering mitigation, adaptation, finance and technology as 
key thematic pillars for action, Caring for Climate together 
with strategic partners of the initiative, Global Compact Local 
Networks and select UN Agencies, Funds and Programmes 
will convene the following segments spanning over two and a 
half days:  
 

 Business Forum: A multi-stakeholder, working-level 
platform for dialogue among business, investors, civil 
society, the UN and Government officials. The Forum will 
feature plenary sessions and up to 30 workshops aimed at 
addressing key UNFCCC themes including: mitigation, 
adaptation, finance and technology. The Forum will also 
feature cross-cutting themes including carbon pricing, 
long-term goal setting aligned with climate science, 
responsible policy engagement, and transparency and 
disclosure.  In addition to sharing innovative corporate 
practices, the Forum can provide an opportunity for 
business, investors and policymakers to identify and scale-
up promising solutions, as well as spur new commitments 
and initiatives. 

 High-Level Meeting on Caring for Climate:  A high-
level platform for Government, chief executives and 
other top leaders focused on showcasing innovative 
solutions and climate leadership practices, in addition to 
announcing new partnerships between business and 
Governments in support of the UNFCCC agenda. The 
meeting will distil the outcomes from the thematic 
sessions that took place days prior and provide a unique 
opportunity to engage in dialogue and collectively 
identify new, scalable actions, solutions and business 
models to advance climate change leadership globally.   
 

FORUM DELIVERABLES  
 

Caring for Climate will launch an array of new resources and 
tools to advance corporate climate leadership during the 
Forum, as well those of its partners. Caring for Climate 
Leadership Series and its volumes will be launched in the lead 
up to and at the Business Forum to provide concrete way 
forward for businesses to scale-up their climate change 
efforts in the following areas: climate adaptation, long-term 
goal setting, responsible policy engagement, collective action 
and partnerships, and carbon pricing. The Forum will also 
offer platform for announcing major deliverables of its 
signatory companies and partners including new 
commitments to action and innovative public-private 
partnerships. 
 
For more information on the Business Forum, please visit 
www.caringforclimate.org  or send an email to 
caring4climate@un.org. 
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